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County Claims Board Recommendation
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Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICA nONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Judith Gonzalez, et aL. v. County of Los Angeles, et aI.,
Lancaster Superior Court Case No. MC 019 520, in the amount of $750,000 and
instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from the Sheriffs Department's budget.

This lawsuit seeks compensation for the death of a civil detainee while in custody
at the Mira Loma Detention Center.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Judith Gonzalez, et aJ. v.County
of Los Angeles

CASE NUMBER MC019520

COURT Lancaster Superior Court

DATE FILED September 4, 2008

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Sheriffs Department

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 750,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Moreno, Becerra & Casillas

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Gordon Trask

NATURE OF CASE Plaintiffs, the Estate of Cesar
Gonzalez Baez, his heirs, and
successors in interest, allege that
on December 7, 2007, decedent
Cesar Gónza,lez Baez died as the
result of rlegligence or indifference
of Sheriffs personneL.

The Sheriffs Department
contends that Mr. Baez died from
an unforseeable accident.

Due to the risks and uncertainties
of litigation, and in light of the fact
that a prevailing plaintiff in a
federal civil rights lawsuit is
entitled to an award of reasonable
attorneys' fees, a full and final
settlement of the case in the
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PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE
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amount of $750,000 is
recommended.

$ 191,181

$ 26,858
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Summary Corrective Action Plan

Case Name: Judit Gonzalez, at al. v. County of lo Angeles, at ,a',

I ~.
~~'fO

The intent of this fonn is to assist depaents in wrg a correctve acton pla summary for attchment
to the settement documents developed for the Board of SuperIsors and/or the County of Los Angeles
ClaIms Board, The summary should be a speif overvew of the c1almslwsuits' Identified roat cau~es
and corrve actons (status, time frme, and reponsible par). ThIs summar does not replace the
Correcte Acon Plan form. If ther Is a question related to contldentlallty, please consult
County CounseL.

Date of Incient/event

Wednesday, Decembe 5, 2Ö07; approximately 2:25 p.m,

Briefl provide a description Judi Gonzalez. et al. v County of Los Angeles, et aI,
of the Inc/dent/event Summar Corrctve Acton Plan No. 2012-004

On Wednesday, Dember 5, 2007, at approximately 2:25 p.m., the
decedent. a eMl detaInee held at the Los Angeles County Shenfs
Departents Mira Loma Detetlon Facilit, was a membèr of a work

.. C1. He was operating a pneumatc-powered jackhammer when the
jackammer cae Into contact with a high-voltage underground cable.

The deceent was transported to Antelope Valley Medical Center for
. . inital treatment, and subaequently trnsferred to los Angeles

County/University of Southem California Medical Center where he
succmbed to hIs injuries,

'1; Briefly describe the-oot cause(s) of the claim/lawsuit

The plalntlff, wi of the decdent, alleged deliberate Indifference to the safety and security of her

husband and, as a result has suffered the loss of care, comfort and socety.

2. Brie.f1y describe recommended corrctive actons.:

(Inclde ea corre acton. dûe elate, rensble part, and any disciplnar ~clons if appropriate)

In cojunct with the Stte of California Divsion of OCCpatlonal sa and Health (Gal/OSHA), the

Lo Angelea County Sl1eriffs Departent Implemented a numbe of new; safety-related policies and
proureprols designed to promote safe workng conditons. In additon, the los ,,,;igeies
Conty Sherffs Departent enhanced Its trinIng currculum to address the clrcurnstanca~ '.'. "!ch
ocurr In thIs Incldent. The new, saety-related policies and produresprotools are detailed it" the
full corretie acton plan

---l

THia section intentionally laft blank,



COunty of Los Angeles
Summar Corre Action Plan

3. stte If th corrve actions are applicable to only your departent or other County departents:

(If uns, please coact the ChIef Execu Ofce Risk Managemen Branch for assistance).

ci Potentially has Countyde Implictions.

Ii Pontially has an implictin to other departents (i.~., all human servces, all safety
deparents, or one or more other deparents).

o Doe "tit appear to have Countywf(e or other departent(s) Impllcations.

Name: (Risk Manaement COorInaor)

Shaun J. Maters, Captan
Rlk'Management Bureau

Signature:

IOB:;4S-)L~ cr - g
Nama: (Departen Hea

Robert A Abner, Chief
Leadership and T 9 Division

Date:Signature: Æ~ ~/~t-/lè'"
Chief executive Offce RIsk Management Branch

Nama:

. iÆ CPST;¡Tf(V 0
Date:Signature:

1!lu(kJfY
tRIIl MgL lna ~CA-SCA-R/s.ri;1ó Co n Fo 2.01-0 (FI;¡).dOC
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